
 

OKN Asset Building Steering Committee – May 3rd, 2018 
 

Meeting Highlights:  
 
Tell Them From Me Data presentation Liz Wells, OKN Research 
and Knowledge Broker joined the meeting to present the research 
video “Data is Delicious” and the results of the TTFM (Our School 
Survey).  She noted that the video highlights the importance of why 
OKN does the research it does and how the data helps children 
and families in Halton and the significance of this tool in helping 
parents to understand why it is important for parents/caregivers to 
complete our surveys. 
 

Highlights of the TTFM presentation included: 

- the 3 key areas focused on within the survey (i)  Life at 
school – learning and achievement (ii) health and wellness 
and (iii)  relationships 

- fulsome discussion around co-relation of screen time and 
relationships 

- preliminary analysis of “had a positive sense of belonging” 
versus “lacked a positive sense of belonging” 

- query re: potential to explore opportunities to make a 
difference – are there schools who have exceptional scores 
and can they share with us what they are doing within their 
school community to make a difference.  

- Data demonstrates that there is still lots of opportunity for all 
organizations to work together to the benefit of children, 
youth and families within Halton. 

Where is your organization on the AB continuum and where 
would you like to be?  
To get a feel for where organizations in Halton are on the AB  
continuum, Mary asked individuals to indicate on a sliding spectrum  
where they belief their organization is currently and where they would  
like to see their organization be in future. The overall take away of this  
exercise is that we all believe our organizations have work to do as it  
relates to Asset-Building.  As a table, will continue to explore ways to  
support this work in our organizations. 

 

Follow Up Actions: 

   

 Upcoming Events – 
 

2018 Relationships First 

Workshop dates* 

September 28th, 2018 

9:30a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Halton South (Halton CAS) 

 

November 29th, 2018 

North Halton (Milton Sports 

Centre) 

 

 Remaining Asset-Building 
Network 2018 meetings* 
Safe Talk Training 
October 2nd, 2018  
 
Public Speaking Training 
December 6th, 2018 
 

*Watch your email for registration 
details for all of the above events 

 
 
 

 

 2018-2019 Meeting Dates 
October 11th, 2018 
January 31st, 2019 
April 25th, 2019  
 



Follow Up Actions: 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 OK-EY will act as external 

working group to support 

long-term planning of 

EarlyON Child and Family 

Centres. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OKN Our Kids – Early Years (OK-EY) Meeting Highlights – February 23, 2018 
 

Meeting Highlights:  
 

Presentations  -  

 

 

Pre-Natal Review – Bonnie Hewitt 

 Considered programs provided by Public Health that are 
intended to promote healthy pregnancy, breastfeeding and  
positive adjustment to parenthood. Assessed whether 
resources are being used in the most effective way while 
being in line with program standards. 

Parenting Review – Bonnie Hewitt 

 Parenting service providers in Halton undertook a review of 
parenting approaches used in the Region and what  evidence 
says about effective group programs. 

Reproductive Health Report – Bonnie Hewitt 

 Data on trends, emerging issues and priority populations, 
used to update health programs, services and policies. 

 

 

 

Committee Updates: 
 

EarlyON Child and Family Centres – Work continues with 

system management transition. Two classrooms are being 

renovated at Oakwood Public School and will become an EarlyON 

Child and Family Centre in the summer of 2018. St. Mark’s school 

in Burlington will open a Child and Family Room in the fall of 2018. 

The new Milton school (Viola Desmond) will also open its Child 

and Family Room in the fall of 2018. Note:  Timelines dependent 

on construction schedules.  

Research and Evaluation – Kindergarten Parent Survey will be 

distributed to students/parents in early April.  

Healthy Kids Steering Committee – “Power off and Play” is the 

fourth theme. 

OKN Early Years and School Years will hold a joint meeting 

on Friday, April 6th at 9:00 a.m. 

 



 

Collective Impact Planning Committee Meeting Highlights – May 25th, 2018 
 

Meeting Highlights:  
 

Sit Less, Move More, Eat Well and Sleep Better 

Jennifer Jenkins-Scott, Health Promoter, Healthy Families, Health, Halton 
Region was welcomed to the meeting in follow-up to her initial presentation 
earlier in the year. Jennifer noted that the Eat Well committee is currently in 
a holding pattern as they await the outcomes of the OKN strategic planning 
cycle but, is here today to seek endorsement of the common messages 
paper and a request to assist in “pushing” out these messages to our 
partner organizations. 

Following the presentation, members of the table suggested that this paper 
be included as part of the Halton iparent information hub but, believed that 
the messaging should be more inclusive to include the 0-2 age group.  While 
the table was in agreement of endorsing the messages, they believe this is 
part of a larger discussion as there are a number of items of this nature that 
are seeking endorsement and assistance with sharing the messages.  A 
fulsome discussion is required to establish a system for dealing with these 
requests.  Committee requested that this item be marked with a place holder 
and carried forward as OKN works through its strategic planning process. 

Strategic Planning 2018 Update 

Elena reported that the 1st phase of the strategic planning process in which 
the consultant completed an environmental scan is now complete.  During 
phase 2 a strategy committee was struck, consisting of both SEG and CIPC 
members that has met with the consultants and confirmed the desired 
process.  Currently within phase 3 that consists of completing a number of 
focus groups (dedicated groups for SEG, CIPC, Research and OKN staff, 
and combining alignment committees as single group), a survey to all OKN 
committee members, and a second survey to dig further within our 
organizations.  For the second survey, we will use our protocol partners at 
the SEG and CIPC tables plus the YMCA and MCRC to identify 10 staff 
within their respective organizations to be included in this survey.  Lastly, the 
4th phase will see the development of draft plan using a balanced scorecard 
approach, which will be presented to SEG for their consideration.  
Anticipated date of completion November/December 2018.  

OKN Annual Meeting 

The Director reported that a small OKN staff working group have been 
meeting to review needs/wants/desires for the 2018 OKN annual meeting 
and are proposing that this year’s meeting be switched up to a video format 
and that it occur in March 2019 to align more closely with our fiscal year.   

Ensuing discussions focused on the pros and cons of the existing versus 
proposed format noting that by completing a video there is the potential for 
the loss of new people, voice of youth and the face-to-face elements.  After 
reflecting on the intent of the meeting, the committee suggested an 
alternative model in which OKN prepare a paper report one year and every 
other year face-to-face community meeting.  Agreed 

Follow Up Actions 

   

 Healthy Kids Challenge 
(Burlington) Table 
suggested that Elena may 
want to continue to work with 
Jenn Spence and the other 
municipalities regarding 
sustainability and the 
transfer/sharing of the 
resources developed and 
suggested that this item be 
included within the context of 
the upcoming OKN strategic 
planning process. OKN Staff 

 

 Upcoming Professional  
Development  Opportunities 

 

March 8th 

Meeting Stress with Skill and 

Wisdom – An Introduction to 

Mindfulness 

(Halton CAS Boardroom) 

 

April 26th  

Relationships First Asset-

Building in Halton 

(Milton Sports Centre) 

 

 Upcoming Meetings 

February 23, 2018 

March 23, 2018 

April 27, 2018 

May 25, 2018 

Follow Up Actions 

   

 Summer Meeting Schedule 
Table agreed to extend the 
June 22nd meeting to facilitate 
a strategic planning focus 
group and if need be, 
accommodate the request of 
the Mississauga/Halton LHIN 
to include OKN within their 
strategic planning process as 
well..  The July and August 
meetings will be cancelled. 
OKN Staff 

 

 Upcoming Professional  
Development  Opportunities 

 

September 28th, 2018 

Relationships First Asset-

Building in Halton 

(Halton South – Halton CAS) 

 

November 29th, 2018 

Relationships First Asset-

Building in Halton 

(Halton North – Milton Sports 

Centre) 

 

 

 Upcoming Meetings 
June 22, 2018* 

September 28, 2018 

October 26, 2018 

November 30, 2018 

 *Meeting extended 1:00-4:00 p.m. 



 

 

Senior Executive Group Meeting Highlights – March 28, 2018 
 
Meeting Highlights:  
 
Communications 
Beth Williams, Manager Communications & Marketing joined the table 
to complete an update on the work of this backbone support area over 
the previous year. The presentation focused on the key priority areas 
of the communications workplan: building OKN capacity and 
knowledge mobilization and engagement.  Moving forward, will be 
focusing work on the development/completion of the following: 
TTFM/our School media, blogs, social media and online profiles; new 
looks for OKN and Halton iparent websites, supporting EY EDI 
initiative, data video, Halton iparent and alignment of the 
communication plan as the new strategic plan is developed. 
 
Partners 
Roxanne Young was welcomed to the table to provide an update on 
the work of this committee since her last visit.  She reflected on the 
value added by being a committee of OKN and the importance of 
representatives of child care and Early ON centres to this committee 
as they provide opportunity to hear the voices of parents and a vehicle 
for outreach to parents.  During 2018, the areas of focus for the 
committee are: 
- Special needs coordinated service planning 
- Transitioning to partnering for change tiered model of intervention 

in child care 
- EID of children at high risk with challenges 
- Cross agency relationships 
- Continuum of services prenatal to 21 
- Adoption of evidence based practices. 

 

Staffing Update 
Rebecca Abavi has joined the OKN team.    Rebecca is currently a 
student at the Dalla Lana School of Public Health at the University of 
Toronto.  She will be completing her practicum here until the end of 
April and her focus will be on building a Knowledge Translation plan 
for the Early Years EDI project.  

 

Follow Up Actions 
   

 

 Truth & Reconciliation – 
Before moving ahead, it is 
important that we look at 
this Regionally and know 
what partners are doing 
within their own 
organizations with respect 
to truth and reconciliation.  
Sandy Palinski will send 
out a message to the 
members of this table 
seeking their input and will 
collate and bring back to 
this table in March for 
further discussion.  Ideally, 
by completing this 
exercise will be able to 
identify gaps and 
duplications in this 
process prior to moving 
forward with a Region-
wide approach. (Nancy 
MacGillivray, Sandy 
Palinski, Elena DiBattista) 
 

 Presentations to 
Councils of Halton 
Visits have been deferred 
to accommodate the 
release of the reports from 
our 3-year data cycle.  By 
doing so, will be able to 
highlight the findings and 
the data portal.  Anyone 
interested in assisting the 
Director with these 
presentations is asked to 
be contact Elena directly 



 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Our Kids SEG (Senior Executive Group) – Co-Chairs 

 Bridget Fewtrell   Alex Sarchuk 
 Phone: 905-491-4440  Phone: 905-825-6000 ext. 2556 
 bfewtell@erionoakkids.ca  alex.sarchuk@halton.ca 

 

Our Kids Standing Committees – Chairs 

 CIPC    CMHDS    Early Years 

 Chris Hartley (Co-Chair)  Nancy MacGillivray (Co-Chair) Rebecca Barrows-Vrankulj (Co-Chair) 

 charley@erinoakkids.ca  nmacgillivray@haltoncas.ca  rebeccab@mcrc.ca 

 
 Lorri Interisano (Co-Chair)  Theresa Wilson (Co-Chair)  Sandy Palinski (Co-Chair) 

 lorri@rockonline.ca   wilsonth@ghdsb.ca   sandy.palinski@halton.ca 

   

 Partners for Children with Special Needs    School Years 

 Roxanne Young (Chair)      Nicki Glowacki (Co-Chair) 

 roxanne.young@halton.ca      nicki.glowacki@ymca.ca 

          

Dorothy Barr (Co-Chair) 

         dororthy.barr@halton.ca 

 

Our Kids Backbone Support – Chairs 

 Communications Advisory  Knowledge Mobilization  Research & Evaluation 

 Rebecca Barrows-Vrankulj  Vacant    Shelley Lothian 

 rebeccab@mcrc.ca       shelley.lothian@halton.ca 

 

Our Kids Alignment & Coordination - Chairs 

 Asset-Building Strategy Table Halton Parenting Strategy Table Service Co-Ordination 

 Mary Tabak (Staff)   Lynne Hanna   Sue Brooks (Staff) 

 mary@ourkidsnetwork.ca  lynne.hanna@halton.ca  sueb@rockonline.ca 

 

 Cindy Morin       Sue Probert 

 Cindy.morin@halton.ca      sprobert@cwsds.ca 

 

Our Kids Network Staff 

Elena DiBattista   Alison Hilborn   Mary Tabak 

  Executive Director   Acton Hub Coordinator  Developmental Assets Manager 

 Our Kids Network   actonhub@ourkidsnetwork.ca  mary@ourkidsnetwork.ca 

 c/o Halton Children’s Aid Society 

 1445 Norjohn Court, Unit #1  Sheila Slattery-Ford  Siobhan Laverdiere 

 Burlington, ON L7L 0E6  Aldershot Hub Coordinator  Project Coordinator, North Oakville 

 Phone: 905-333-4226  aldershothub@ourkidsnetwork.ca siobhan@ourkidsnetwork.ca 

 Email: elena@ourkidsnetwork.ca 

    Vanessa Box-Jones  Shawna Scale 

Eileen Palermo   Milton Hub Coordinator  Community Animator, EDI Project  

Program Administrator  miltonhub@ourkidsnetwork.ca  shawna@ourkidsnetwork.ca 

eileen@ourkidsnetwork.ca 

        Lysandra Marshall 

Beth Williams   Elisabeth Wells   Knowledge Broker 

Communications Specialist  Researcher/Knowledge Broker lysandra@ourkidsnetwork.ca 

beth@ourkidsnetwork.ca  liz@ourkidsnetwork.ca 
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